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Indian Veterinary Colleges. 

The following extract from a report of the meeting 
of Principals of the Indian Veterinary Colleges, held 
at Bombay Veterinary College on the 8th-LOth 
February, 1922, will, we feel sure, be of interest to 
our readers. It shows that the veterinary profession 
in India and the Government of India Department 
of Revenue and Agriculture are very much alive to 
the fact that educational progress must be made all 
the world over, and the Principals of the Indian 
Colleges seem to have made a distinct effort to raise 
the educational standard of both the preliminary 
and professional examinations for the right to prac- 
tise veterinary surgery in India. Space forbids the 
publishing the general outlines of the syllabus laid 
down for necessary attendances at lectures, demon- 
strations, etc., by the students or to name the number 
of hours of instruction given in the various subjects ; 
but they would appear adequate. For instance, a 
total of 1,200 hours of instruction is devoted to 
Clinical Veterinary Practice, and 600 hours to State 
Veterinary Medicine. * It is known, of course, that 
the mere addition of subjects or extending the length 
of time for study will not of necessity improve the 
knowledge of the student unless the standard of 
examination is raised in proportion. We presume 
that sight has not been lost of this factor. 

In accordance with the instructions received from 
the Agricultural Adviser to the Government of India 
(D.0.’s 353-2 and 351-2 of 21st January, 1922), the 
above meeting of Principals commenced its pro- 
ceedings at the Bombay Veterinary College, Parel, 
at 10 a.m. on the 8th February, 1922. 

There were present the following members, who 
had been requested to attend the meeting :—Colonel 
A. Smith (Principal, Bengal Veterinary College), 
Chairman; Lieut.-Colonel G. K. Walker, C.L.E., 
O.B.E. (Principal, Punjab Veterinary College, Lahore); 
Major K. Hewlett. O.B.E. (Principal, Bombay 
Veterinary College); D. A. D. Aitchison, Esq. (Prin- 
cipal, Madras Veterinary College); Major E. W. 
Oliver, Veterinary Adviser to the Government of 
the United Provinces ; J. T. Edwards, Esq., Director, 
Imperial Bacteriological (Veterinary) Laboratory, 
Muktesar, Secretary. 

On the motion of Colonel Smith, seconded by Mr. 
Edwards, it was resolved to invite M. H. Sowerby, 


Esq., Professor, Bombay Veterinary College, to assist 
in the deliberations of the meeting. 

In opening the meeting the Chairman read extracts 
from the Government of India letter in which the 
scope and nature of its deliberations laid down 
(Government of India Department of Revenue and 
Agriculture (C. V. A.)), No. 2073, dated 20th October, 
1921, paragraphs 2 (c) and 4. 


Uniformity of the curricula in the Veterinary Colleges 
and standard of the entrance examination. 

The meeting recommended that the course be 
extended in all Veterinary Colleges to four years, 
in English, and that a higher standard of preliminary 
education be demanded of recruits. 

It was further of the opinion that the standard of 
the matriculation examination of the local university 
concerned be insisted upon prior to entrance to the 
Veterinary Colleges. 

Revision of the curriculum in the Veterinary Colleges. 

After a lengthy discussion the meeting decided 
that the principles underlying Mr. Edwards’ remarks 
on veterinary education (previously circulated among 
the members) which, in its opinion, represented with 
still further regard te modern developments in 
veterinary science the objects aimed at in the recently 
revised curriculum of the Punjab Veterinary College. 
should be approved and accepted, and that a system 
of veterinary education embodying these principles 
appeared to be applicable to Indian conditions. 

The general plan of the, curriculum recommended 
by the meeting was as follows :— 

First Year's Study— Preliminary Science. 

(a) Biology ; 

(b) Chemistry (Inorganic and Organic) ; 

(c) Elementary Physics; and 

(dq) Animal Management. (Prior to examination 
all candidates should produce a certificate 
from the Principal of the College showing 
that they have satisfactorily passed a test in 
riding.) 

Second Year's Study-— Intermediate Veterinary 

A 

(a) Anatomy ; 

(b) Histology ; 

(ec) Physiology ; and 

(d) Pharmacology (including materia medica and 
Pharmacy). 
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Fina, VETERINARY COURSE (TWO YEARS), COVERING 
THE THIRD AND FOURTH YEARS OF STUDY. 


Part I.—-State Veterinary Medicine. 

(a) Elementary Pathology—general pathology, mor- 
bid anatomy and histology, and post-mortem 
technique. 

(b) Parasitology, including an elementary study 
of the bacteria, fungi, filtrable viruses, protozoa, 
helminths, and arthropods parasitic on the 
domesticated animals. 

(c) General hygiene (including a study of air, water, 
soils, foods, pastures, and building construc- 
tion, in their relation to the health of the 
domesticated animals) ; toxicology (poisonous 
plants, etc.) ; disinfection. 

(d) Principles of breeding. 

(e) Meat and milk hygiene. 

(f) Preventive medicine (including an elementary 
study of the causation, modes of infection, 
methods of spread, immunity phenomena, 
and prophylaxis involved in connection with 
the more common epizootics and enzootics of 
the domesticated animals, having special 
regard to those diseases prevalent in India). 

(g) Sanitary law and administration. 

Part II.—Clinical Veterinary Practice. 

(a) Surgery, comprising surgical anatomy and 
pathology, surgical diagnosis (including examin- 
ations for soundness, and estimations of age), 
and operative methods (including the prin- 
ciples of shoeing). 

(b) Semiology and diagnosis of internal diseases. 

(c) Therapeutics. 

(d) Obstetrics. 

The meeting considered that a Permanent Central 
Advisory Board of Studies ought to be constituted 
to consider and report upon any important questions 
connected with veterinary education in India. 

The system of examination recommended was as 
follows :— 

First professional examination— Preliminary 
Science. 


This examination shall be held at the end of the 
first year’s course of study. 

No student shall be eligible for examination who 
has attended less than three-fourths of the lectures 
and practical work in the prescribed subjects and 
has failed to pass his class examination in riding. 
All students shall produce at the oral and practical 
examinations their note-books showing a record of 
the work they have performed in the practical classes, 
duly initialled by the teacher concerned. 

Each student shall obtain the minimum pass marks 
50 per cent. before he is deemed to have passed the 
examination. 

A student who fails in one subject only shall be 
allowed to appear for a supplementary examination 
in that subject after a subsequent period of three 
months’ study, provided that he had attained 60 per 
cent. of the total number of marks in the examination 
and is certified by the Principal to have pursued 
his study of that subject satisfactorily. 
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Second professional examination—- Intermediate 
Veterinary Science. 

The examination shall take place at the end of the 
second year’s course of study. 

No student shall be eligible for examination who 
has attended less than three-fourths of the lectures 
and practical work in the prescribed subjects after 
he has passed the first professional, or preliminary 
science, examination, or the intermediate examination 
in Science in the same subjects or the preliminary 
science examination in Medicine of the local univer- 
sity, and, in addition, passes the examination in animal 
management and the test in riding prescribed for in 
the first year’s study. 

Each student shall have dissected the body of the 
horse at least once, and such other domesticated 
animals or parts thereof as may have been directed 
to him by his professors. 

All students shall produce at the oral and practical 
examinations their note-books showing a record of 
the work they have performed, duly initialled by the 
teacher concerned. 

The pass standard shall be 50 per cent. of marks 
in each subject. 

A student who fails in one subject only shall be 
allowed to appear for a supplementary examination 
in that subject after a subsequent period of three 
months’ study, provided that he had attained 60 per 
cent. of the total number of marks in the examination 
and is certified by the Principal to have pursued his 
study of that subject satisfactorily. 

Final Examination in Veterinary Science. 

This examination shall take place once a year only, 
at the end of the fourth year of study, i.e., two aca- 
demic years after the student has passed the inter- 
mediate examination in veterinary science. 

No student shall be eligible for examination who 
has attended less than three-fourths of the lectures, 
practical work and demonstrations, and _ hospital 
practice prescribed in the curriculum. 

All students shall produce at the practical and 
oral examinations their note-books containing a 
description of the practical work they have executed 
in the course of their studies, and case records, duly 
initialled by the teacher concerned. : 

A student may present himself for examination in 
both or only one of the two groups of subjects (Part 
I., State Veterinary Medicine, and Part II., Clinical 
Veterinary Practice) at one time, but before he can 
be granted the diploma of the College or allowed the 
right to practise as a veterinarian or enter the State 
veterinary service he must produce evidence of 
having passed in both groups. 

Failure to pass in any of the subjects of a group 
will necessitate the student presenting himself again 
for an examination in all the subjects of the group 
after a further period of one year’s study; but, on 
the other hand, if a student fails to satisfy the examin- 
ers in one part only and passes in the other part he 
may be entitled to present himself again for examina- 
tion in only that part in which he had failed and 
receive the diploma if he then passes in that part. 
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The proportion of marks required in each subject 
to attain the pass standard shall be 50 per cent. 

The meeting considered that the scheme of study 
and method of examination outlined by them was of 
a sufficiently comprehensive and advanced character 
to justify recognition by the local universities as an 
approved degree course in science and the conference 
by these bodies of a special degree in science, entitled 
B.Se. (Vet.) on students who graduate in this course. 


Staff required for the Veterinary Colleges. 

The meeting desired to emphasise that a mere 
revision of the curriculum to meet modern develop- 
ments in veterinary science would not raise the 
standard of veterinary education in India unless a 
staff of competent teachers were provided to ensure 
a uniform standard of instruction in all the colleges 
as proposed in the revised curriculum recommended. 

The Principal of the College should administer the 
institution and direct and co-ordinate the system of 
instruction given thereat. 

The staff of each College would comprise one 
Principal, eight Professors (in Anatomy, Physiology, 
Pathology, Hygiene, Preventive Medicine, Surgery, 
Semiology, and Therapeutics), and eight Lecturers 
(in Biology, Chemistry, Elementary Physics, Bac- 
teriology, Helminthology, Genetics, Preventive Medi- 
cine and Surgery). The number of Lecturers would 
be reduced to five when the teaching of Biology, 
Chemistry and Elementary Physics is undertaken 
extramurally at the University. 

Equipment of the Veterinary Colleges. 

It will be necessary to provide adequate accom- 
modation at the Colleges and furnish sufficient other 
material equipment for carrying out the instruction 
proposed in the above curriculum. 

Pay of the Staffs. 

The meeting considered that it will be in the interest 
of Government, in order to obtain and retain the 
services of men with the necessary qualifications, 
to provide extra allowances for men engaged on the 
teaching staffs of the Colleges. In addition, the 
Principal or Director of the College, and the Sub 
Directors of the groups of subjects, should be given 
special allowances for the extra responsibilities 
attached to their posts. 

Prospects of Graduates. 


As the proposed curriculum aims at satisfying the 
desires of the Government of India to establish a 


higher standard of veterinary education in India, 


and the cost of training is thereby enhanced, the 
meeting considered that in order to obtain the neces- 
sary recruits it was essential that the pay and pros- 
pects of graduates should be considerably improved 
so as to compare favourably with those of other 

scientific professions in India. 
University Status and Affiliation with the Universities. 
The course of study proposed was considered to be 
of a sufficiently high standard to warrant university 
recognition and the conference of a special degree 
in Science at the Universities [B.Sc. (Vet.)]. Affilia- 

(Continued at foot of next column.) 
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Some Distempers of Cattle, etc., and how they were 
remedied in 1739. 


As set forth by R. Brapiey, Professor of Botany in 
the University of Cambridge, and F.R.S., 
From H. S. M.R.C.V.S., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 


(Continued from page 259.) 


Loss or APPETITE IN Cows AND OXEN. 

We may perceive this, when Cattle of this sort do 
not chew the Cud, which is occasioned through the 
Want of Digestion; they then forbear their Meat, 
and do not lick themselves as usual ; their eyes are dull, 
and they have frequent Belchings. To cure this, 
or to restore them to their Appetite, use the following 
Medicine, viz. 

Take of Rhue and Pellitory of Spain, of each one 
Handful ; of Featherfew, Horehound, Red Sage, and 
Bay-Salt, of each a like Quantity ; put these Ingredi- 
ents into five Pints of Ale-Wort, and boil them for 
a short Space; and then straining off the Liquor, 
give about a Pint at a Time, milk-warm, to each Beast 
every Morning, not suffering them to drink till the 
Afternoon. 

The neglecting of this Distemper, will occasion 
the Beast to be violently pained, which one may 
perceive by it suddenly starting from one Place to 
another ; which, when we perceive, their is no better 
Remedy than to tye his Tail close by the Body, as 
tight as possible, giving him then a Pint of strong 
pure White-Wine, with Half a Pint of Olive-Oil, 


(Continued from previcus column.) 


tion of the Colleges with the Universities was regarded 
as a necessary step towards the attainment of the 
requisite professional status. 


Path of Ascent to the Imperial Service. 

The meeting considered that selected students 
who had taken the proposed degree in Veterinary 
Science might be regarded as candidates for appoint- 
ment to the Imperial Service after undergoing a 
further course of post-graduate instruction in India. 


Scheme of post-graduate study suggested by Mr. Edwards 
to be given at Muktesar to selected Officers of the 
Provincial Service prior to entry to the Imperial 
Service. 

The suggested post-graduate course of study was 
briefly discussed, and the meeting was of the opinion 
that it had not had sufficient opportunity to study 
the subject fully, and that it could not express definite 
views on its merits without mature consideration. 
It was further of the opinion, however, that pending 
final consideration of the suggested scheme the 
proposal to send Provincial Officers to England 
should be held in abeyance, and that, in the mean- 
time, Mr. Edwards’ scheme should be circulated to 
Provincial Governments for opinion at the very earliest 


A. Smirn, President 
15th February, 1922. 
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driving him afterwards a Mile or two as fast as you 
can get him along; and after some little resting, 
drive him yet a Mile further, which will occasion the 
Medicine to operate 

There is a merry Conceit among some of the Far- 
mers, when a Cow or Ox is troubled with the fore- 
going Distemper, which many call the Cholick, that 
it is cured by bringing them to the Sight of Geese or 
Ducks ; taking their Fancy originally, as I suppose, 
from Columella and Vegetius, who have writ the same 
Thing. My opinion of this, is only, that the Dis- 
temper proceeds chiefly from the Want of Water ; 
and that where the Geese and Ducks, which are 
Water-Fowl, are found, we may reasonably suppose 
there can be no Want of that Element ; for the fore- 
said Fowl are seldom met with wild, or in their natural 
State, but in Such Countries as abound in Water. 
It is not the bare Sight of the Goose or Duck will cure 
the Distemper, but the Abundance of Water. 

In the Year 1714, the Distemper among the Cows 
was chiefly attributed to the Want of Water, where 
they fared the worst ; but in such Places where they 
had Plenty of it, I could not learn that any of them 
suffered. 

A Remedy for a Cow that is Back-strained, or has 
the running : 

Take Comfrey, Archangel, Knott-Grass, Plantain, 
and Shepherds-Purse, a Handful of each ; boil these, 
tyed up in Bunches, in about five Pints of Ale-Wort ; 
or, for want of that, in middling Beer free from the 
Yest, till the Liquor is strong of the Herbs ; then add 
an Ounce of Anniseed, and about a Quarter of a 
Pound of Bole Armoniac, finely powdered: When 
these have boiled again, put in about Half a Pound 
of Treacle, and when it is strained or passed through 
a Sieve, give Half the Liquor to a Cow in the Morning, 
and the other half the Morning following, not suffering 
her to drink till the Afternoon. 

This Distemper is not unlike the Running of the 
Reins in other Creatures. 

Pissing of Blood in Cows or Oxen: 

This Distemper often proves fatal to Cattle, and 
is cured partly by the Ingredients used in the fore- 

ing Medicine, viz., Plantain, Shepherds-Purse, and 
Knott-Grase, of each Half an Handful ; to which add, 
likewise, Half an Handful of Camomil: Shred the 
Herbs small, and boil them in two Quarts of Ale-Wort, 
or as much Ale, free from the Yest, for about twenty 
minutes ; then add Bole-Armoniac, finely powdered, 
about two Ounces, and as much Fullers-Earth ; then 
straining off the Liquor. When these have boiled all 
together four or five Minutes longer, sweeten it with 
about four Ounces of Treacle, and it will make a 
Draught for an Ox, Bull, or Cow, to be given in the 
Morning. This Dose to be repeated two or three 
Mornings successively. 

In very desperate Cases of this Nature, we may, 
instead of the Bole, boil with the Herbs the same 
Quantity of Oak-Bark finely powdered ; and i will 
oy a surprising Effect. (The underlining is mine.— 

. 8. E.) 

The Distemper called the Tail : 
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The Disease called the Tail is by some Farmers 
called the Wolf. This is discovered by a softness 
between some of the Joints of the Tail, appearing as 
if the Joints had been separated from one another, or 
some of the Ligaments broken. 

We ought particularly, when we are apprehensive 
of this Case, with our Finger and Thumb to feel 
between Every Joint of the Tail, and when we find 
any Division or Openness between the Bones, or any 
remarkable Softness between the Joints, to slit that 
Part with a sharp Knife lengthways, on the Under 
Side of the Tail, about two Inches, laying in the 
Wound the following Composition. 

Sea or Common Salt, Wood-Sutt and Garlick, well 
beaten and mixed together, of each a like Quantity, 
binding them up with a Bit of Linen Cloth. 

Blane, or Fore-spring, in a Bullock ; and its Cure : 


This Distemper shews it self by the Cow or Bul- 
lock’s Feeding in Pain ; for it is generally attended 
with Blisters under the Tongue, which if we find, we 
must rub the sore Part with Vinegar, and Salt, the 
Vinegar being some of the sharpest that can be had ; 
and we must alternately wash the Part with a De- 
coction of the Inner Bark of Elm, and of Oak, in 
Equal Quantities, viz., about two Ounces of each, 
boiled in a Quart of Rain-Water, till it is reduced to a 
Pint. 

While this Method is used, bleed the Beast in the 
Neck, and give the following Medicine, viz. : 

Take of Treacle, six Ounces, and mix it wel! with a 
Pint of Strong White-Wine, and two large Spoonfuls of 
Vinegar, after about six Ounces of Butter has been 
melted and mixed with the Wine and Treacle: Give 
this, milk-warm, to the Cow or Bullock, walking it 
gently after the Reception of the Medicine, for about 
Half an Hour. 

Hind-Spring, or Stringe, in a Cow or Bullock: 

This is a very dangerous Distemper, though it very 
seldom happens among this Sort of Cattle. It is 
occasioned by too much dry Meat, or more generally 
when they are obliged to feed upon Oak-Leaves for 
want of Grass or other Provender ; by which means 
they become bound in their Body, and cannot dung. 

The Method of Cure is, to rake the Cow or Bullock 
with one’s Hand, after one has well greased it ; and 
to take away the dried Dung, and Clots of Blood, 
which will then be found in its Fundament. 

Administer then, to the Same Part, to the same 
Extent that you could reach, as much Bay-Salt as 
you can introduce with your hand ; which will irritate 
the Passage so much, that it will occasion the Bea t 
to dung freely, and heal the Wounds ; especially if we 
give him at that Time, the Preparation of Wine, 
Treacle, and Butter, prescribed in the former Medicine 
for the Fore-spring. 

Middle-spring, or Wind, or Puff, in a Cow or Ox: 

This Distemper proves fatal if it is not taken in 
Time, the Cow or Bullock appearing as if the Skin of 
their Body was blown up as one would do a Bladder ; 
their Breath is then short, and becomes much shorter 
if standing only a Quarter of an Hour, while their 
Hide seems to swell as much in Proportion. 
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To remedy this, the Way is, to take a sharp-pointed | Make a Decoction of these Herbs, in Bunches, with 


Penknife, and strike it into the Panel on the Left Side 
of the Cow or Bullock, about four Inches from the 
Loyn, and the same Distance from the Short Ribs ; 
you will then easily perceive the Wind press out from 
the Body of the Beast, and the Creature will im- 
mediately be easy. 

Then shave off the Hair about the Wound, and 
apply to it a Plaister of Shoemaker’s Wax. 

Flux, or Lask, or Scowr, in Cattle : 

When a Beast is troubled with this Distemper, we 
may be sure it will lose its Flesh more in a Day, than 
it can recover in a week or ten Days. The Remedy 
is to keep them from drinking much, in the first Place. 

And, Secondly, to give them little Meat the first 
day, or, as Some would have it, keep them fasting 
for twelve Hours at least. There are several Drinks 
which we may give them on this Occasion, that have 
been experienced to be extremely serviceable to them, 
such as the following, viz. : 

The Stones of Grapes or Raisins, beaten to Powder, 
to the Quantity of a Quarter of an Ounce, and boiled 
in a@ Quart of Strong Ale, may be given warm in a 
Morning. 

For Want of this, we may use as much of the Inner 
Bark of Oak, boiled with strong Ale or Beer Wort, 
or strong Malt-Drink free from Yest, strained after 
boiling, and given them about a Quart in a Morning, 
being first sweetened with an Ounce of coarse Sugar 
well dried before the Fire. Some choose to boil in 
this Mixture, a Handful of Wormwood, and Ounce of 
Bole-Armoniac. 

We have another Receipt relating to the same 
Case, which is likewise very successful, viz. : 

Take Rhue, Red Sage, and Roman Wormwood, if 
you can get it, or otherwise, our common Wormwood 
may serve: Shred of each of these one Handful, 
and boil them Half an Hour in Ale-Wort, or good 
Drink free from Yest; then put in four Ounces of 
Bole-Armoniac, and about an Ounce of the Grains 
powdured, with a piece of Butter without Salt ; 
let these boil a little, and give half the Quantity to a 
Cow or Bullock in the Morning, keeping them from 
Water two for three Hours afterwards; and then 
missing a Day, give them the other Half. 

Cleaning of a Cow; how to help her immediately 
after calving, and to heal her after the Cleaning is 
taken away : 

When a Cow has calved, give her warm Water, 
about a Common Pail full, with Wheaten-Meal about 
a Pint, and about as much burning Wood Embers 
thrown into the Water; which will help the Cow to 
clean. 

If they are Oak-Embers, so much the better; I 
mean burning Coals of Oak, not having too much 
Regard to the Ashes. 

If after this the Cow has any Difficulty in Cleaning, 
give her the following Medicine, which will discharge 
as well as heal ; taking especial Care that she does not 
eat the Cleaning when it falls from her. 

Take of Vervain, Half a Handful; Motherwort, 
Rhue, Camomil and Featherfew, of each a Handful : 
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about three Quarts of Ale-Wort, or middling Ale, 
till the [Liquor is strong of the Herbs then add an 
Ounce of Mistletoe finely pulverized or powdered, 
with Liquorice and Anniseed, of each an Ounce, 
beaten and powdered ; and when it is ready to come 
off the Fire, put in a Piece of Fresh Butter, and it will 
make a Dose for your Cow, to be given for two Morn- 
in 

N.B.—-When you give these Medicines, the Cows 
should not have any Water for three or four Hours 


afterwards. 
(To be continued.) 


Tue NatTionaL HorsE ASSOCIATION. 


Sir Walter Gilbey, presiding at a Council meeting of the 
National Horse Association of Great Britain, reported that, 
in addition to the breed societies with seats on the Council, 
fifteen societies other than breed had intimated their desire 
to affiliate. Office accommodation had been secured at 
12 Hanover Square, and all outgoings would be restricted 
to essential expenditure. The secretarial work would be 
carried on honorarily. A parliamentary committee, drawn 
from Members of both Houses of Parliament, was con- 
stituted to report to the Council the introduction of any 
Bills affecting the interests of horse owners and breeders. 
The railway authorities are to be asked to receive a depu- 
tation from the Association on the question of an early 
revision of the existing rates for the carriage of horses and 
ponies by rail. 


WoRrRTHLESS DISINFECTANTS. 


In the Commons recently, in answer to Mr. Becker (U.), 
Richmond), Mr. Neville Chamberlain, Minister of Health, 
said he had no evidence that disinfectants totally devoid 
of bactericidal action were sold to the public, but he was 
aware that, judged by certain tests, the disinfectants on 
sale might differ considerably in their bactericidal power. 
As at present advised he did not propose to adopt Mr. 
Becker’s suggestion that disinfectants so called and des- 
cribed must comply with a test similar to the one required 
for the Army and Navy and other Government Depart- 
ments. Advice on the choice of disinfectants for particular 
purposes could generally b& obtained from the health 
officers of the local authority. 


MoNKEY GLANDS FOR CATs. 


That the Voronoff monkey gland treatment should be 
applied to domestic pets, principally cats and dogs, is 
suggested by Professor Pettit, of the Alfort Veterinary 
College, says the Central News Paris correspondent. 

Many people who have become greatly attached to their 
pets, he says, would willingly pay to have them so treated. 
It would also be of immense importance to breeders. 


Slaughtering sheep at Wallingford, a youth, 18 years of 
age, employed by a local butcher, accidentally shot himself 
with a humane killer. He was removed to hospital, where 


he died. 
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National Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain 
and Ireland, Limited. 

Cheques should be mate payable to the Acting General Secretary 

at the Offices of the Association, 12 Buckiaghim Palace Road, 8.W.1. 


N.B—Members receiviog this paper in bright\y-coloured 
wrspp will please understand that their subscription is already ove 
dua, and sheuld be forwarded at once to the above address. 


DAYS OF PREPARATION. 


With the advent of the month of May we turn 
instinctively to thoughts of holidays and relaxation 
and begin to make our preparations and plans for 
making the best use of the opportunities before us. 
We think it timely to ask everyone who is busy 
making plans for holidays to remember that the 
annual meeting is at York on August 15th, and to 
try if possible to spend at least some portion of his 
holiday in meeting his brother practitioners at the 
Congress. The preparations necessary for such a 
meeting involve a great deal of work and organisation. 
but being in the hands of a Provisional Committee 
of genial north country men we may rest satisfied 
that every arrangement possible will be made for the 
convenience, comfort, and entertainment of members. 
It is hoped and expected that there will be a very 
large attendance-—far in excess of last year. Every- 
thing is well advanced, and we are particularly for- 
tunate in having found a beautiful place of meeting, 
with a hall where speakers can be heard without effort. 

While the Provisional Committee is arranging the 
meeting there is much preparation to be done by 
members and divisions in order that progress may be 
made with the perfecting of the organisation of the 
N.V.M.A. and developing its scope. Again we point 
to the fact that the N.V.M.A. is only the central body, 
of elected representatives of divisions, and it is towards 
a more highly-developed organisation of the divisions 
that we must look in order to make the National the 
useful and representative body it should be. During 
the coming three months we hope that every member, 
and especially the officers of the division, will bring 
forward any suggestions which may tend towards 
progress, so that these may be considered and dealt 
with at York. Now is the time of preparation. Useful 
suggestions have already been received, and we 
mention one or two in the hope that they may stimu- 
late others. There is a proposition that two members 
of a firm should be allowed membership and one copy 
of the Record for an inclusive fee of three guineas ; 
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another that students should be admitted at a reduced 
fee. Another suggestion is that the N.V.M.A. should 
provide a reporter and be responsible for the reports 
of divisional meetings, and so save local secretaries 
much labour ; another, that there should be a single 
subscription covering the membership of the National 
as well as that of the local division in order to get rid 
of the stumbling-block of dual subscriptions. These 
suggestions may never go beyond the stage of sug- 
gestion, but they serve as food for thought, and from 
them and others may eventually emerge really useful 
plans for the development and organisation of the 
National, which may go far to place the Association 
in a strong position to carry out the great work which 
lies before it. 

Our own suggestion is that every division take steps 
to formulate some plan for concerted action to secure 
new members. This might be eventually considered 
and set in motion at York. We would like to see, this 
year, a great effort put forth in all parts of the country 
simultaneously by which at least another seven 
hundred and fifty could be added to the list of members 
through the medium of the local divisions. It is 
not by any means impossible, and with goodwill and 
a little personal effort it can be done. How this can 
be effected best it is for our representatives on the 
Council to decide. In the meanwhile we shall be glad 
to have the opinions of our readers. 


A Canny Comment. 


A Scotsman viewing the subject of Mr. Gardner's 
clinical note which appears this week—an Ayrshire cow 
which two years previously had given birth to twin calves 
and had just been delivered of a bi-capitate calf—remarked : 
“ Daisy (the name of the cow), it’s time ye were stopped 
this caper, when ye canna complete yer job. Yer inten- 
tions hae been guid, ye made a braw start, but ye are a 
bad finisher.” 


A cow at Aberdeen has given birth to four heifer calves, 
all of which are doing well. This is the cow’s fourth 
pregnancy, single calves having been born at the three 
previous births. The total weights of the four calves is 
given at 135 lbs. Two of the heavier calves weighed 35 lbs. 
each. The average weight of a single calf at birth is about 
50 Ibs. 


There was a long discussion at a meeting of the Blackburn 
Chamber of Commerce on a resolution urging that com- 
pensation ought to be allowed to meat traders for loss 
arising through the confiscation of cattle and pigs which 
have been bought as sound and which, on being slaughtered, 
are found to be tuberculous. 
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Clinical and Case Reports. 


Th3 Editor will be glad to receive from members and others 
contributions to this column of reports of interesting cases 


Notes on (Edema of Abdominal Floor and Rupture 
of Prepubian Tendon in Pregnant Mares. 


By D. Marsuatt, Balclutha, Otago, N.Z. 


This condition is well described and illustrated in 
W. L. Williams’s Veterinary Obstetrics. Williams 
points out that cedema of the abdominal floor, often 
deemed unimportant, is really a serious condition, 
calling for prompt handling—mechanical support 
of the overloaded abdomen. I can bear this out. 
My cases have all been in fat, heavy mares, used 
only for breeding, or idle some months. In-foal 
mares do better when worked up till time of foaling, 
provided that care is taken to avoid rough usage 
and loss of condition. 

CasE 1. Seventeen-year-old draft mare. 

October, 1921.Found at 6 a.m. lying, trying 
to foal, straining, rather exhausted, pulse 70 and 
weak, mare fat, cedematous area in front of udder, 
cervix was still incompletely relaxed. 

The chloroform muzzle was used, though this, 
perhaps, was a mistake, as within two or three minutes 
of its application breathing ceased, and could not be 
restarted. Hurried “ Cesarian section’ was done, 
and a live full-time foal secured which, incidentally, 
was successfully hand-reared. Abdominal muscles 
and tendons of the mare, in front of the pubis, were 
infiltrated, but there was no evidence of ruptured 
fibres. 

CasE 2. October, 1921.—Draft mare, due to foal 
in a week; had been idle. Extensive swelling over 
the floor of the belly. No treatment was adopted 
in this case, which foaled in due time, and promptly 
returned to normal. 

CasE 3. December 30th, 1921.—Kight-year-old 
pedigree Clydesdale mare, due to foal in a week. 
She was fat and had been idle some weeks. The 
abdomen was very large, cedamatous over the floor, 
with definite bulging at each lower flank. Pulse 64, 
temperature 101° F., expression and appetite good, 
moved carefully. I was unable to decide if rupture 
was already present. Treated by bandaging; gentle 
exercise ; ounce doses of mag. sulph. in the food. 
The bandages were made by stitching two corn sacks 
firmly round the belly, and securing by a breast 
collar in front. 

January 25th.—Owner informed me that the mare 
had foaled to time. with a little assistance, giving 
birth to twins, which lived, one three days and one 
ten. The mare now showed definite signs of rupture— 
flattened croup, large soft swelling at each lower 
flank and across the front of the udder. Rectal 
examination showed an opening in the belly wall at 
each flank, but I could not distinguish the rupture 
at the edge of the pubis, though it undoubtedly 
existed. She was lively and well, but unsightly. 
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Note.—Williams says, if the case comes through 
the first parturition, it may be bred with safety. 

Case 4. October 12th, 1922.—Seventeen-year-old 
draft mare, turned out on pasture; stage of preg- 
nancy unknown—probably ten months. Extensive 
cedema was present over the belly floor, especially 
marked at the flanks ;. mare dull, stiff, disinclined to 
move, pulse 65. Uterine cervix closed; foal easily 
felt per vaginam. I put on a strong suspensory 
bandage, and ordered the mare to be watched. 

October 16th.—Owner reports mare unable to 
stand, and that it had been slung. Complete rupture 
had taken place. The mare being valueless, and 
unlikely to survive long in the present state, she was 
destroyed and hasty Cesarian section made. The 
foal was apparently a ten months’ foetus. It lived a 
day, but had never vitality enough to raise its head. 
All the lower abdominal muscles were infiltrated 
with gelatinous exudate, and the ragged edges of a 
tear in the ligamentous attachment to the pubis 
were easily seen. 

Cas—E 5. October 23rd, 1922.—Sixteen-year-old 
draft mare, fat, idle some months, weak from foaling. 
She was dull and had cedematous swellings between 
the forelegs, and in front of the udder, pulse 70; she 
moved stiffly. 

I bandaged and gave 80z. mag. sulph. in a drench, 
and one grain arecolin hypodermically. 

October 26th, 1922.—The mare foaled with 
assistance. The cedema had increased only slightly. 

October 27th, 1922.—-CEdema disappearing, pulse 
96, placenta retained. Attempted manual removal, 
but owing to the fragile state of the membranes, 
and inability to reach anterior parts of uterus, this 
was not completely carried out. Irrigated thor- 
oughly. 

October 28th.—Pulse 80, mare somewhat stiff. I 
irrigated the womb. 

October 29th.—Pulse 100, milk going off. 1 was still 
unable to reach the remains of placenta and irrigated 
again. 

30th.—Mare had gone down, pulse 100, 
showing much pain, and looking round constantly to 
the flanks. There was a filthy discharge, including 
remains of placenta, from the vulva. The mare 
was destroyed as a hopeless case of metro-peritonitis. 
(Foal reared successfully.) 

Case 6. Four-year-old unbroken draft mare, 
very fat and sluggish. Probably ten, months preg- 
nant. 

February 6th—Some swelling noticed along the 
belly. 

7th—Mare dull and stiff, pulse 65. 
Extensive cedema along the belly floor and at the 
flanks. The cervix was closed and the foal palpable 
through the vaginal wall. The owner was unwilling 
to attend to bandaging for probably a month, so I 
decided to remove the foetus. The cervix was easily 
dilated. The foetus was on its back. When the 
fore-feet and head were corded and drawn upon, 
the mare threw herself, rotating the foetus almost 
into the normal dorso-sacral presentation, Traction 
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was applied gently, and the mare assisting vigorously, 
the foal was delivered. It was apparently a month 
premature, and was unable to rise. 


February 8th.-Mare bright and feeding. Tem- 
perature 103° F., pulse 60. I irrigated the uterus 
thoroughly with hot saline, and gave four drams 
ammonium carb. in ball and half-grain arecolin 


hypodermically. 


The owner was unwilling to pay for further atten- 
tion, but on the 10th February he reported the mare 
to be somewhat stiff, but feeding. I advised exercise. 
forced if necessary, and mag. sulph. in drinking 
water. A week later he reported the mare as being 
apparently back to normal health. 


A Bi-Capitate Calf. 


By W. Garver, M.R.C.V.S., Maybole, N.B. 


Last month I was called to an Ayrshire cow, eight 
years old, in labour. 


On examination, I found both fore-feet in the 
passage, with slight deviation of the head to the left, 
downwards and backwards. 

Roping the fetlocks, repelling the calf, I applied 
traction to the lower jaw. The head came readily to 
the hand, but found difficulty in completing exten- 
sion of the neck. Elevating the quarters ot the cow 
with pulley rope and exploring further. I came upon 
a second head. Placing a cord on the lower jaw of 
the second head, the neck was extended and delivery 
of a live heifer calf was effected in a short time. 


The subject was 73lbs. in weight and was slaugh- 
tered a few hours after birth. The heads were 
photographed and _ afterwards dissected. They 
appeared of normal size, being 9in. from poll to nose, 
and 4in. across face between the orbits, and indeed, 
were natural in appearance in every respect with the 
exception of there being but one ear to the two heads. 
The cranial cavities were complete, with only one 
occipito-atlantal joint. The body, limbs and internal 
organs were normal. , 


R.A.V.C. Annual Dinner. 


The annual dinner of the officers of the Royal 
Army Veterinary Corps will be held at the Hotel 
Cecil, on Friday, the 22nd June, 1923, at 8 p.m. 
Officers of the Militia, Territorial Army and Tem- 
porary Officers who served in the war are eligible 
to attend. Subscription : Subscribers, £1; non- 
subscribers, £1 12s. 6d. Will gentlemen desirous of 
attending kindly inform the Hon. Secretary, R.A.V.C. 
Dinner, Imperial House, Tothill Street, 5.W.1 ? 


_to do so. 
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Abstract. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne Veterinary Officer’s Report. 


A Repiy to THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON 
Foor. Moutu Diskase. 


In the course of his report for the year 1922, Mr. 
Thomas Parker, F.R.C.V.S., Veterinary Inspector 
for the City and County of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
says 

That tuberculosis can be eliminated from certain 
herds within this country is not open to doubt. To 
eradicate the disease by slaughtering those animals 
found by the Tuberculin Test to be affected would neces- 
sitatein some instances completely wiping out the herd. 
Even in some of the better class dairy herds more than 
50 per cent. of the animals are diseased. To eliminate 
the disease from dairy herds by the short route would 
have the immediate effect of dangerously depleting 
the public milk supply. Nevertheless, the eradication 
of tuberculosis from herds producing milk for human 
consumption is a subject that should be constantly 
kept in prominence and the work concerning it 
encouraged whenever and wherever it is possible 
The chief obstacle barring the way to 
progress in this direction appears to be one of expense, 
and an indifference to the ordinary principles of 
hygiene. Individual agriculturists within this country 
have from time to time done much to secure tuber- 
culosis-free cattle, and the Canadian Government 
are now attacking this problem in a very active manner, 
for during 1922 they spent over half a million dollars 
in control work. This has been chiefly along the line 
of testing pure bred herds at the request of owners 
under the system known as the “ Accredited Herd 
Plan.” Quite recently a new campaign was planned 
for the eradication of the disease from limited areas, 
and during the early months of 1923 some 15,000 
cattle within the Province of Manitoba are to. be 
subjected to the Tuberculin Test. All reactors are 
to be slaughtered and the owners compensated on 
the scale provided. 

With a view to eliminating tuberculous animals 
from a herd producing milk for an institution in which 
the Health Committee is interested, arrangements 
have been made by the Veterinary Inspector for the 
application of the Tuberculin Test to the whole of the 
herd annually as a commencement, besides, he will 
examine the herd clinically four times a year. Further, 
it is intended to improve the conditions under which 
the animals are housed by the early erection of modern 
buildings and equipment which will provide for the - 
necessary segregation and facilitate strict observance 
to certain details of hygiene, particularly cleanliness. 

During the early part of the year 1922, all the 
animals were subjected to the test, with the result 
that more than 50 per cent. of them gave a positive 
reaction, and were therefore considered as being 
diseased. It should be noted that the herd in question 
s made up of first class Shorthorns and a few Aberdeen 
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Angus cattle, which at the time of the test were all 
in a robust and apparently sound physical condition. 
Five months after the test a number were slaughtered, 
and after a period of nine months a total of twenty- 
four of these animals had been slaughtered. Of the 
twenty-four slaughtered, sixteen had cach given a 
positive reaction, seven a negative reaction, whilst 
one was returned as doubtful. Each animal within 
the herd bears a tag number fixed to the ear for pur- 
poses of identification and history. The carcases, 
together with the whole of the internal organs, are 
kept intact for the purpose of a complete examination 
in each case. Upon examination the Veterinary 
Inspector found tuberculous lesions in the carcase 
or in one or more of the internal organs of every one 
of the twenty-four cows slaughtered. To avoid mis- 
understanding, it should be added that in those cases 
where the disease is limited in extent, and localized, 
and the mammary glands are in a normal condition, 
the animal is not likely to be producing tuberculous 
milk. The Tuberculin Test will indicate, as a rule, 
the number of animals that are diseased, but it does 
not inform us to what extent or when the disease is 
likely to extend internally, become acute or affect 
the milk supply. The lesions found on examination 
after slaughter furnish further particulars in this 
direction, and may, when slaughter occurs after a 
period of some months, indicate at what rate the 
disease has spread within the herd. It is the latter 
point that demands persistent attention in the way of 
prevention by counteracting the methods of spread, 
and upon this depends in no small measure the sound- 
ness or otherwise of our meat and milk supplies. 


Foot-anp-Moutu DIsEASE. 


During the year under report the most serious and 
widely distributed invasion of foot-and-mouth disease 
that has occurred within Great Britain during any given 
year since 1883 made its appearance on the 23rd 
January, 1922, when the disease was found to exist 
amongst cattle within a lair at the west end of the 
City. It is known that the Ministry of Agriculture 
in London also received, on the same day, a report 
as to the existence of the disease on premises at Hessle, 
near Hull, in the East Riding of Yorkshire. 

From the 23rd January onwards, outbreaks of the 
disease occurred in rapid succession in various parts 
of the country, with the result that, before the end of 
September, no fewer than 1,125 were dealt with— 
within 41 counties—in England, Wales and Scotland. 
Of the total outbreaks, 556 occurred in Yorkshire, 
115 in Lancaster, 75 in Durham, 44 in Chester, 39 in 
Northumberland, and 34 in Lincolnshire, the numbe1 
in each of the remaining 35 counties being fewer. 
It may be interesting to note that during the past 47 
years the disease has existed within the country 
during some time in each of thirty separate years, 
and during the past 16 years (including 1923), the 
years 1909 and 1917 were the only ones during which 
the disease did not exist. 

It may be noted that evidence was submitted to the 
Departmental Committee on behalf of the City by the 
Town Clerk and the Veterinary Inspector on June 


15th ; and on June 28th by the Deputy Town Clerk 
of Salford and the Veterinary Inspector of Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne on behalf of the Association of Municipal 
Corporations. It is satisfactory to be able to add that 
amendments of the Ministry’s Orders, suggested by the 
Veterinary Inspector in the evidence referred to, 
have been adopted by the Departmental Committee 
as recommendations. 

As the Departmental Committee's Report contains 
certain observations likely to prove misleading in 
reference to the circumstances of the outbreak dis- 
covered within the City on the 23rd of January, it is 
necessary to record the steps taken to control the 
disease immediately the Veterinary Inspector became 
aware of illness amongst cattle within the City, and 
particularly to direct attention to the unfortunate 
spreading of disease occasioned by a Government 
system then in vogue, which permitted the movement 
of Irish store cattle (assembled for Gateshead Mart) 
over infected railway premises to other markets. 

The Veterinary Officer details these measures and 
continues 

It should be noted that the cattle in the lairs where 
the disease was found to exist had been there for about 
a week. and at the time the disease was discovered 
were kept isolated and watched by the police, and the 
careful manner in which the two men tending the 
cattle observed the instructions given, prevented 
the disease from spreading. 

The delay in dealing with suspected or confirmed 
outbreaks of disease during the earlier stages of the 
outbreak (a heading in the Committee’s Report) 
aptly states the reason why the disease was allowed to 
be carried by Irish store cattle (intended for Gateshead 
Mart) from infected railway docks to other markets. 
Early in the afternoon of Monday, 23rd January, 
when the disease was discovered within the City, 
not only had all the necessary precautions been taken 
by the City Veterinary Inspector, but he had also 
made the Ministry of Agriculture in London aware—-~ 
by telegram—of the existence of foot-and-mouth 
disease. Further, as there was nothing in any Order 
of the Ministry at that time in operation which enabled 
a Veterinary Inspector to make a “ Standstill Order ” 
on discovering disease witlfin his District, had it been 
possible for the Ministry to have applied to the New- 
castle district, in response to the above-mentioned 
telegram, that portion of the Foot-and-Mouth Disease 
(Control of Movement) Order of 1920, designed for the 
purpose, the unfortunate movement of the Irish store 
cattle and the very serious consequences entailed 
could not have occurred. 

Again, on page ten of the Departmental Committee’s 
Report, particular emphasis is laid upon the fact that 
it took the City Veterinary Inspector exactly two hours 
to make a journey of three-quarters of a mile, examine 
a herd of cattle, make necessary inquiries, arrange 
for isolation and disinfection, give the necessary 
instructions to those in charge, and after completing 
all the arrangements, make another journey of three- 
quarters of a mile and inform the Ministry in London 
by telegram. As subsequent events proved, it was 
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because the City Veterinary Inspector realised the 
possibilities which might ensue from the occurrence 
of an outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease within a 
district where an important fat stock market was to be 
held, and in which railway docks were used for the 
traffic of such cattle, that the work of inspecting and 
reporting were carried out with the greatest possible 
speed. 

Furthermore, it should be noted that the delay or 
time elapsing from the moment the City Veterinary 
Inspector telegraphed the Ministry in London, as to 
the existence of foot-and-mouth disease, until the 
arrival within the City of a telegram from the Ministry 
intimating that an Order was being issued, amounted 
to no less than 274 hours. 

Finally, the Order of the Ministry, although dated 
the 24th January, 1922, was not received by the Town 
Clerk until the following morning—Wednesday, 25th 
January, 1922, 7.e., nearly two days after the City 
Veterinary Inspector had reported to the Ministry. 

Fortunately, however, a repetition of such delays 
and their consequences is now provided against by 
the Order of 3rd February, 1922, wisely issued by the 
Ministry, which empowers a Veterinary Inspector 
to make an Order prohibiting movement of live stock 
within the District whenever he has reason to believe 
foot-and-mouth disease exists, for, as the Committee’s 
Report states, every day and even every hour is of 
the utmost importance when measures for the control 
or eradication of such an infectious disease are in 
question. 


An UNJUSTIFIABLE STATEMENT.” 


On page nine of the Departmental Committee’s 
Report it is alleged that on Tuesday, 24th January, 
near Mitford Street Lairs, the Veterinary Inspector, 
accompanied by the Government Live Stock Valuer 
and the Ministry of iculture’s Veterinary In- 
spector, told two North-Eastern Railway Company’s 
clerks that they should dispose of the Cattle Market 
stock as quickly as possible, and that the N.E.R. 
Company used this as an excuse for authorising Messrs. 
Maughan to dispose of the Irish store cattle assembled 
for the Gateshead sale. 

As Mr. Parker and the Government Live Stock 
Valuer—Mr. Godfrey—(who accompanied Messrs. 
Parker and Frood. City and Ministry of Agriculture 
Veterinary Inspectors, to and from the Mitford Street 
Lairs by taxi) did not see any railway clerk at any 
time during the day in question, it is difficult to under- 
stand the Departmental Committee’s attitude in 
accepting a statement of a railway clerk without proof 
and having no foundation in fact. 

In the early morning of Tuesday, 24th January, 
1922, the cattle and sheep markets were visited and a 
close inspection made of the animals exposed therein. 
The work of inspecting was continued until well into 
the forenoon, and no animal was found to be showing 
the slightest, or even a suspicious symptom of the 
disease. 

When the work of inspecting the live stock was 
completed, but before leaving the Market, the Veter- 
inary Inspector was asked by Mr. Frood, a Veterinary 


Inspector of the Ministry of Agriculture, to accompany 
him to the cattle sheds in Back Mitford Street, where 
the diseased cattle discovered the day previous were 
located under isolation. They left the Market by taxi 
accompanied by Mr. James H. Godfrey (Government 
Valuer of Live Stock), and upon arrival Mr. Frood 
entered the sheds and examined the cattle. They 
then returned by taxi to the Town Hall (Mr. Godfrey 
being left at his premises on the way), and from the 
Veterinary Inspector’s Office Mr. Frood (between 
12-30 and 1 p.m.) telephoned the Ministry in London, 
confirming the existence of disease. 

In the Departmental Committee’s Report it is 
asserted that many cattle consigned for the above 
Market, having passed through infected railway 
premises, would no doubt be infected, but as they 
were sold for slaughter they had no time to develop 
the disease. In this respect the Committee’s Report 
is probably correct, for while inspecting the animals 
within the Market the City Veterinary Inspector 
advised salesmen and butchers that the live stock 
must be moved with the least possible delay. Had any 
of these animals, on being untrucked at the Newcastle 
Railway Docks either on the Monday night or the 
following morning (market-day), been sent back to 
the farms or other places whence they came, the result 
would have been disastrous in the extreme, for it is 
practically certain that some of them would have 
carried infection from the infected railway sidings 
back to the farms in precisely the same way as did the 
Irish store cattle assembled for the Gateshead Mart 
(County Durham) and reconsigned to other Markets. 
Further, had the fat steck sent for the Newcastle 
Market been held up within the City and prevented 
from being sold for movement to slaughter- houses, 
the position would have been intensely aggravated. 
It is satisfactory to note, however, that during the 
period between January 23rd, when the disease was 
discovered, and April 16th, the date of the last outbreak 
within the City, although a total of twenty-three out- 
breaks occurred, infection is neither known nor sus- 
pected to have been conveyed from either the cattle 
market, lairs, cowsheds or slaughter-houses where 
disease was detected to any place outside the City. 
When it is known that the diseased pigs sent to the 
City from Yorkshire, and which were responsible for 
infecting railway sidings and waggons, did not enter 
the Market, but were found within slaughter-houses 
and licensed lairs, and that cattle, sent from outside 
places over the railways and then direct to cattle lairs 
and slaughter-houses, were found diseased before the 
cattle from the Market had had time to be slaughtered, 
the absence of any good reason for the Departmental 
Committee’s strange and somewhat conflicting obser- 
vations in reference to the Newcastle Cattle Market 
will be obvious. 

On Wednesday, January 25th, 1922, and during the 
next few days the disease was found to be spreading 
to an alarming extent, new outbreaks being discovered 
in rapid succession within the City. These will be 
briefly referred to, together with two further outbreaks 
which occurred, in each case, after the lapse of a few 
weeks. 
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Between January 23rd and April 16th—a period of 
twelve weeks—foot-and-mouth disease was found to 
exist within twenty-three separate premises, namely :— 


Cattle Sheds or Lairs 


During the first twelve days, i.e., between January 
23rd and February 4th, the disease was found upon 
all the above cattle and pig lairs, slaughter-houses, 
dairy cowsheds and upon one of the three farms, é.e., 
upon twenty-one of the twenty-three separate 
premises. 

Upon visiting the premises for the first time in each 
of the twenty-one cases, the following animals were 
found to be showing signs of foot-and-mouth disease:— 


On the Premises. Ist Visit. Found Disd. Ist Visit. 
Cattle Alive .. 
Carcases ... 10 Carcases ... 10 
Total ... 185 Total ... 26 
Pigs Alive ... ... 157 Alive ... 149 
Carcases . 168 Carcases ... 74 
Total ... 325 Total ... 223 


Cattle Diseased ... 
Pigs do. 


26, or 14-05%, 
... 223, or 68-6 % 


It will be observed that the premises in which 
disease was detected were mostly lairs and slaughter- 
houses, and that of the animals (including carcases) 
found diseased at the outset, not only were pigs con- 
siderably in excess of cattle, but, of each species, they 
showed by far the highest percentage. Furthermore, 
of the twenty-three separate premises upon which 
disease was found, in 7, or 30°43 per cent., of them no 
animals other than swine were housed. 

It was not until eight days after the initial outbreak 
that positive evidence was forthcoming as to the 
source of infection within the City. Having regard to 
all the available facts concerning the outbreaks within 
the City, one is compelled to come to the following 
conclusion :— 

Whether or not animals consigned from parts of the 
country other than Driffield conveyed the disease, it 
is an established fact that foot-and-mouth disease 
was brought to the City of Newcastle-upon-Tyne by 
pigs consigned from Driffield, in Yorkshire, and there 
appear reasonable grounds for believing that such 
animals were not only capable but actually did infect 
railway waggons, railway cattle docks and pens, pig 
lairs and slaughter-houses, thus creating centres of 
infection within the City. Further, having regard 
to the stage of the disease as presented amongst cattle 
in the initial outbreak within the City, it appears 


highly probable that the disease had been conveyed 
to them either directly or indirectly from one or more 
of the centres of infection referred to, and particularly 
the railway cattle docks and waggons. 


THE SPREADING OF DISEASE. 


The ways in which foot-and-mouth disease may be 
disseminated from a given centre, once the disease has 
become established, are many and varied. During the 
eatly outbreaks within the City in :1922 certain 
Orders of the Ministry of Agriculture, notwithstanding 
rigid observance by all concerned, were found deficient, 
inasmuch as they leave certain loopholes concerning 
control likely to prove dangerous factors in the carry- 
ing of infection, and therefore the spreading of disease. 
In this connection the following will suffice to illustrate 
the necessity for the amendments suggested and 
tendered by the Veterinary Inspector in evidence 
before the Departmental Committee :— 

It is believed that whenever foot-and-mouth disease 
exists within a large market centre, there is always the 
possibility of infection being carried broadcast by 
animals passing through by rail from a place outside 
to another place outside it allowed to be fed and 
watered there, even although they be not untrucked. 

For example, on the 27th January, 1922, twelve 
cattle in transit by rail from Danby, in Yorkshire, to 
Tweedmouth, although never (according to N.E.R. 
officials) untrucked, were fed and watered at New- 
castle Railway Docks, which were subsequently proved 
to be highly infective. These animals were sold at 
Berwick Market the day following and then removed 
to a farm at Cornhill-on-Tweed. On the 30th January, 
two of them showed signs of foot-and-mouth disease. 
In view of the probability of their having contracted 
the disease through infected food or water supplies 
at the Newcastle Railway premises, the following 
amendment was suggested :— 

Notwithstanding anything contained within the 
water supply on Railways Order of 1895; Art. 2 (1) 
of Part 1 of the Foot-and-Mouth Disease (Control 
of Movement) Order of 1920 ; and the Order (No. 829) 
of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries of 3rd 
February, 1922, in any Order of the Ministry applicable 
wholly or in part either by the Ministry, the Local 
Authority or the Veterinary Inspector of the Local 
Authority, it should be provided that during the 
movement of animals by rail through any Scheduled 
District or Area in which movement is prohibited (as 
defined by the Veterinary Inspector. of the Local 
Authority under Order 829 of February 3rd, 1922, or 
by the Ministry’s application of Part 1 of the Foot- 
and-Mouth Disease (Control of Movement) Order of 
1920), from a place outside the Scheduled District or 
Area to another place outside the Scheduled District 
or Area, not only should such animals neither be 
unreasonably delayed nor untrucked, but during such 
movement they should not be permitted to be either 
fed or watered in a Scheduled District or Area as re- 
ferred to at any railway station or cattle docks of any 
place where a weekly fat or store stock market or mart 
is usually held, and in which licensed or other lairs 
are regularly used for the temporary detention of 
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animals intended for sale, for slaughter or otherwise, if 
within such place foot-and-mouth disease has been 
declared to exist. 


DECLARATION OF SLAUGHTER-HouSE AS AN LNFLCTED 
PLace BY THE Boarp (MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE) 
ONLY :— 

Art. 21, Foot-and-Mouth Disease Order, 1921. 

On January 28th, 1922, of 36 pigs in No. 23 Slaugh- 
ter-house, Old Yard, Dispensary Lane, Neweastle, 
30 were found by the City Veterinary Inspector to be 
affected with foot-and-mouth disease. The Ministry 
of Agriculture were immediately notified by wire, 
and at the same time the premises were declared as 
infected, a notice to that effect being served upon the 
occupier and a copy sent to the Ministry in London. 
Within the following few days the premises were 
cleansed and disinfected by direction of the Local 
Authority. 

The existence of disease was not confirmed by the 
Ministry until the 14th February, #.e., seventeen days 
after notification. The Ministry did not, however, 
declare this slaughter-house as an Infected Place, 
notwithstanding the fact that they had so declared 
all other slaughter-houses concerning which outbreaks 
had been notified and similarly confirmed. Had the 
Local Authority not taken the precaution to declare 
the premises as infected, serve a Notice and compel 
disinfection, it is presumed that they might have been 
overlooked and proved a centre from which disease 
could have been spread. It was in consideration of 
the possibility of other cases such as this occurring 
that the following suggested amendment of the Foot- 
and-Mouth Disease Order of 1895, to enable not only 
the Ministry but also the Local Authority to declare 
slaughter-houses as Infected Places, was submitted, 
namely :— 

Where suspected foot-and-mouth disease has been 
reported as existing within slaughter-house premises, 
the Veterinary Inspector of the Local Authority 
should be empowered, if satisfied that upon examina- 
tion any animal or carcase within such premises is 
diseased or upon inquiry that disease has within the 
previous ten days existed, or that he has reason to 
believe that such premises have become infected to 

(a) Declare the existence or otherwise of disease ; 

(b) Declare the slaughter-house premises where he 

finds disease to exist as an Infected Place ; 

(c) Cause by a Notice served upon the owner, 

occupier or licensee the slaughter of all the 
animals therein by the owner within forty-eight 
hours; and 

(d) To require by a Notice served in like manner 

the thorough cleansing and disinfection of any 
such before-mentioned slaughter-house premises 
by and at the expense of the occupier or licensee, 
immediately after the completion of slaughter 
of the animals therein, etc.. etc. 

It may be added that the two suggested amend- 
ments above outlined were adopted as recommenda- 
tions by the Departmental Committee (vide pars. 58 
and 114 of their Report). 


Association Reports. 


National Veterinary Medical Association. 


QUARTERLY MEETING oF COUNCIL. 


(Continued.) 


Mr. SraBLEFoRTH then presented the following 
resolution 

“ Attention has been drawn to the speech of the 
County Medical Officer of Devonshire (Dr. G. Adkins) 
at a Conference in Exeter (Feb. 6th, 1923) on the 
Milk and Dairies Act Amendment Act, in which he 
made the suggestion that a Sanitary Inspector 
should three or four times a year inspect all cattle 
producing milk. 

“The Council of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association of Great Britain and Ireland, Ltd., 
consider that it would be a most dangerous practice 
for the inspection of animals suffering from a disease 
so insidious as tuberculosis, which is so frequently 
met with in the udders of milking cows, to be placed 
in the hands of laymen. The Veterinary Surgeon, 
by his training, is the only person qualified to give 
a competent opinion.” 

Major Hospay: I propose that this resolution be 
sent to the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
the Ministry of Health, and the Farmers’ Union. 

Mr. Regs seconded, and, the resolution having been 
received and adopted, this course was unanimously 
agreed upon. 

FINANCE AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 


The SeoreTary read the report of the Finance 
and Advisory Committee. Arising out of the corres- 
pondence the Committee passed the following motion : 

“That an author of any paper published in the 
Record should be entitled to 15 free copies—-any 
number above that to be paid for by the author.” 

The TREASURER submitted a statement which 
showed that the financial position of the Association 
would be quite satisfactory were it possible to ensure 
the receipt of the outstanding subscriptions, which 
amounted to £900. The Treasurer made the sugges- 
tion, which was approved by the Committee, that 
coloured wrappers should be employed in sending 
the Record to those members whose subscriptions 
had become due. A perpetual Press intimation 
was to be given as to the significance of the coloured 
wrappers. 

SEcRETARY’S Report. 


The Committee had received and adopted the 
Secretary’s report, in which it was stated that the 
membership of the Association was increasing—there 
had been 18 resignations and 58 new members. The 
circulation of the Veterinary Record was about 
1,700 weekly. About 550 members had paid their 
subscriptions for the present year, and there were 
315 subscriptions in arrear from last year. 
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The printing was quite satisfactory, both as regarded 
quality and price, and the Finance Committee saw 
no reason for changing the firm responsible for it. 

The Finance and Advisory Committee, with the 
addition of five new members, appointed to enquire 
into the whole question of office staff and expenditure, 
had met once. As a result of that meeting, the 
services of Miss Rolfe had been dispensed with as 
from April 7th, and Mr. W. Brown, M.R.C.V.S., 
the present sub-editor of the Record had been appointed 
Assistant Secretary (whole time) and Sub-editor at 
a salary of £300 per annum. Miss Rolfe had left on 
March 29th, having secured another post, and Mr. 
Brown had come to the office, working over the 
Easter holiday; he therefore asked the Committee 
to date his appointment as from March 25th. 

In his report the Secretary briefly outlined the 
work accomplished by the various Committees, and 
made reference to the enthusiasm which had been 
aroused in the divisions by the policy of keeping in 
touch with them from headquarters by personal 
visitation. 

The report was received and adopted. 


SeectAL Frees ComMITTEe. 


The Secretary read the following report of the 
Special Fees Committee. 

“A meeting of the Special Committee appointed by 
the N.V.M.A. to enquire into the subject of fees 
under the Milk and Dairies Act Amendment Act, 
1923, was held at 10 Red Lion Square, W.C.1, on 
Wednesday, April 4th, at 11-30 a.m., Mr. W. Stevens 
occupying the chair. 

There were also present Messrs. G. P. Male, H. P. 
Hogben, H. L. Roberts, W. P. Stableforth, and 
J. Taylor. 

The minutes of previous meetings were read and 
confirmed. 

After dealing with correspondence, 

Mr. ROBERTS mentioned the steps he had taken in 
approaching various M.P.’s. 

Mr. MALE reported an interview which he had had 
at the Ministry of Health. 

After a long discussion, and after giving due con- 
sideration to all the information at its disposal, it 
was decided to report to the Council that-— 

“This Committee has very carefully considered 
the question of fees under this Act, but, owing to 
continuous alterations in the Regulations in regard 
to the testing of dairy herds, the Committee is’ of 
opinion that it is undesirable at the present time to 
draw up any scale of fees for submission to the 
Council—especially as it appears that the owner will 
have to pay the whole cost. 

“The Committee think that it should remain in 
being to keep a close watch on the interests of the 
veterinary surgeon under this Act or any future 
Regulation under the Act.” 

It was further decided to advise the Council that— 

“ The Committee has considered the list of diseases 
in the certificates which the veterinary surgeon must 
supply after his inspection, with a view to suggesting 
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an alteration in the wording for submission to the 
Ministry of Health.” 

Major Stupson: understand that the Committee 
is communicating with the Ministry of Health, but 
is it a recommendation of this Council ? 

The Secretary: It was suggested that the Council 
should accept the resolution and authorise the Com- 
mittee to continue. 

Mr. Mate: I was at the Ministry of Health this 
morning, and they asked for suggestions as to altera- 
tions which should be made in the list of diseases. 
I asked the opinion of the Committee as to what 
those alterations should be, and received various 
valuable suggestions which I think of sending to the 
Ministry. 

The Secretary: It is still under consideration : 
it is only a progress report. The Committee was 
appointed to draw up a scale of fees. This they have 
not done, but they think they have good reason in 
remaining in being, as there are several matters which 
need carefully watching. 

The report was received and adopted.” 


EpirortaL COMMITTEE. 

The Secretary reported that this Committee had 
met every Monday evening since he had taken over 
the Secretaryship. He would like to express his 
gratitude to those who had been present with such 
regularity, especially, he might say, to Mr. J. Willett, 
who had scarcely missed, he thought, a single meeting. 
The work was going on very satisfactorily at the 
present time. 

The report was received and adopted. 

BroLoaicaAL Propucts COMMITTEE. 

The following verbal report was made :— 

Dr. BRADLEY: In the absence of Col. Brittlebank. 
I occupied the chair. The business crystallised so 
rapidly that one is enabled to present definite sugges- 
tions to the Council. 

We were informed at our meeting this afternoon 
that a Government measure is being promoted by 
the Ministry of Health which is proposing to deal 
with biological products for human medical use, and 
it appears to your Committee that this is a time at 
which we should be heard by the Ministry of Health, 
and that, if possicle, the terms of the Bill should be 
extended so as to include veterinary products as 
well. 

From the information we have, no time should be 
lost. The Committee had approved | the following 
resolution :— 

“That the Association communicate with the 
Ministry of Health with the intent to effect the 
inclusion of the production, standardisation and 
distribution of biological products for veterinary 
use in the Bill which it is understood is at present 
being drafted to deal with these products for human 
use, this being essential in the public interest, and, 
further, that the Association is of opinion that the 
value of the tuberculin test--as required by the Milk 
and Dairies Act Amendment Act, 1923-—must be mini- 
mized if the standardisation and distribution of 
tuberculin is not placed ander rigorous control.” 
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It was further resolved that the attention of the 
Ministry of Health be called to previous communi- 
cations from the Association on the subject of the 
standardisation and distribution of tuberculin. 

The suggestions of the Committee were received 
and approved. 

RESOLUTIONS. 


From the Scottish Metropolitan Division. 

“That the Scottish Metropolitan Division of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association, having 
discussed one portal of entry to the veterinary pro- 
fession, and having regard to recent attacks made 
on the system, desires to record its considered opinion 
that a uniform minimum standard of instruction and 
efficiency cannot be secured by any modification of 
the one portal system, and that the multiplication of 
diploma-granting bodies licensing to practise would 
be contrary to the public interest.” 

Dr. Brapiey: I should just like you to receive 
this resolution; it was suggested by the division 
that it might be sent to the R.C.V.S. It would be 
supporting that body. 

- The resolution was received and adopted on the 
proposition of Mr. Buxton, seconded by Mr. Mate. 
From Sir John Moore, forwarded from the Central 

Division. 

“That this Association considers there should be 
set up a Diseases of Animals Research Council, or 
Board, consisting of at least seven and not more than 
ten members of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, with a General Secretary, who will be 
primarily responsible for all research into animal 
diseases, and that, if necessary, other Councils will 
collaborate with it. 

“Tt is important that the Veterinary Profession 
should be pre-eminent in all cases in matters relating 
to its own profession.” 

Dr. BrapLey and Mr. Buxton asked for more 
details, and the former expressed the opinion that 
it “put animal diseases research into blinkers.” 

Mr. Buxton: I propose that the resolution be 
referred back to the Central Division for an amplifica- 
tion or revision of its terms. 

Dr. Brapuey seconded the proposi.ion, which was 
carried. 

From the Royal Counties Division. 

“ That the Royal Counties Division of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association desire to call the 
attention of the Council of the N.V.M.A. to the 
diseases enumerated in the form of Certificate (Form 
D.) printed in Circular 356 issued by the Ministry 
of Health in connection with the Milk and Dairies 
Amendment Act, 1922.” 

Sir Stewart StockMAN: This has been referred 
to the Fees Committee to be dealt with, and they are 
in process of considering it. 

From the Mid-West and South Wales Division. 

“That the members of the Mid-West and South 
Wales Division wish to bring before the N.V.M.A. 
the fact that tuberculin can now be obtained by 
anyone, and desire the National to take such steps 
as it might deem necessary to endeavour in future 
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that tuberculin for the testing of animals be supplied 
to qualified veterinary surgeons only, in the interests 
of both stock-owners and the State.” 

The Presipent: I| think that request is covered 
by the Biological Products Committee's findings. 
Motion from Professor Hobday. 

“ That if one member of a firm pays the full fee of 
membership of the N.V.M.A. (£2 2s.), the other partner 
(or partners), assistant (or assistants) shall have the 
privilege of full membership of the N.V.M.A. on 
payment of £1 1s. annually, provided they do not 
require a copy of the Veterinary Record.” 

Professor Hoppay: In _ putting forward this 
motion I may say that I know that it would add to 
our membership, because there are quite a number of 
men who are partners, or have sons or assistants, 
who will not pay two guineas a year, and yet would 
pay one guinea yearly even purely for patriotic 
reasons. The fact of their not having a copy of 
the Record would lessen the printing expenses. 

The PresipentT: Are we as a Council capable of 
altering the conditions of membership of the National? 


Professor Hosppay: Can I put it down for the 
General Meeting, then ? 

The Prestpent: I personally think it wants 
raising. 

Mr. McIntosu : I take it a recommendation could 
be made by this Council ? 

The PrestipEnt: Yes, but we are not in a position 
to make any alteration. 

Professor Woo.pripGE: I should like to support 
this motion as it appears on the paper. I would 
oppose the opposite half of the contention, as it would 
not pay to supply the Record for a guinea. It has 
already been thrashed out on the economic side. 

If we make the alteration, the “son ” will become 
a member of the National, and one Record does for 
both him and his father. 

Mr. McIntTosu: Are there not many cases where 
the two are paying, and if this comes into force only 
one will pay in future ? 

Professor Hoppay: You catch your assistant for 
all time. We ought to have another 1,000 members, 
and there must be some 300 assistants in the country. 
It will make £50 difference to you the first year. I 
will give you 30 concrete cases next time in which 
the guinea will be paid. I suggest that we should 
send this forward to the annual meeting. 

Professor Woo.pripGE: Might it not be put 
on the agenda of the next Council meeting first ? 

The Secretary: Would Professor Hobday include 
in it some reduction in regard to students? If we 
could get the students of Class “D” or “C” as 
cadet members at a reduced fee, it would be laying 
a very good foundation. It seems to me essential 
that we should get hold of the student if we are to 
get hold of the practitioner. 

Mr. McIntosH: That could come up at the same 
time as Mr. Hobday’s motion. 

The Secretary read the Articles of Association 
showing that this could be done by the General 
Meeting. 
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Professor WooLtpripGe: May I ask Mr. Livesey 
what he has in mind as to how much students should 
pay ? 

The Secretary : One guinea; but I do not think 
that it would necessarily mean giving them a copy 


of the Record. 
Mr. MALE: Can students be members ? 
The Prestpent: No, not under the present 


Articles. 
Any OTHER BUSINESS. 


The Prestpent: It is my pleasure and privilege 
to bring before this Council a matter which has 
relation to the splendid work which Mr. Buxton 
has done for this Association and for the profession. 
I want to know, as President, in which way it is 
thought to be desirable to approach the matter of 
our showing to Mr. Buxton our great gratitude for 
and appreciation of the signal services which have 
been rendered by him, and I should be glad of an 
expression of your opinion as to which would be the 
best way in which to bring this before the profession. 

It has been suggested that we should issue a leaflet 
in the form of an appeal to every member of the 
Association, but I consider that the claims of this 
proposed tribute to Mr. Buxton reach to every 
member of the profession. (Hear, hear.) 

Major Hospay: I propose that a letter be drafted 
and sent to every member of the profession on the 
register, signed by the President and Secretary, 
and also appearing in the veterinary press. 

The Secretary: I think, in sending that letter, 
that it is only fair to the profession and Mr. Buxton 
that the services tha he has rendered us all should be 
mentioned. It is not everybody in the profession 
who knows that Mr. Buxton has taken part in original 
research and has been one of the first to report 
original veterinary research to a veterinary meeting. 
Nor have they any comprehension of the work 
he has done for the National, and I think that those 
who live in remote parts of the world, and also those 
who take no interest in it, should have their minds 
refreshed. 

Mr. McIntrosu: This is a matter which should be 
confined to the National. We have no right to 
appeal to others. 

Major Hospay: It should be wider than that— 
to every member of the profession. . 

Professor WooLtpRIpGE : Originally I felt it would 
be nicer if we could make a “ house party ”’ of it, and 
thought it might come from the members of the 
Council as an expression of our appreciation, but, of 
course, I join in with this wider appeal. 

Mr. Mate: If there is this wide appeal, I suggest 
that a certain limit be set to the subscription, as I 
am sure Mr. Buxton would appreciate the numerical! 
strength of the subscription list far more than the 
amount. 

The Prestpent: What is your wish, gentlemen ? 
Are we agreed that this Association shall issue a 
letter calling attention to the services that Mr. Buxton 
has rendered, stating that it is our desire to make 
a presentation at the annual meeting at York, and 
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asking for a subscription—not to exceed half-a- 
guinea—towards the presentation ? 

Approval having been expressed, the matter was 
left in the hands of the Executive officers. 

A vote of thanks to the President for his conduct 
in the chair was passed, on the proposition of Mr. 
CLARKSON, seconded by. Mr. McInrosu. 

The SECRETARY announced that he proposed to 
call the next meeting of Council at the end of June 
or the beginning of July, subject to their approval. 

It was decided to hold the next meeting on the date 
of the Annual General Meeting of the R.C.V.S.—- 
June 7th. i 

This concluded the business. 


The North Midland Division. 

The quarterly meeting of this division was held in 
Sheffield on Tuesday, March 13th. Mr. S. E. Sampson, 
President, was in the chair, and there were also 
present: Messrs. C. 8. Smith, J. A. Hodgman, and 
M. Robinson, of Barnsley; W. Collinson, South 
Anston; F. C. Scott, Pontefract; E. G. Johnson, 
Beighton ; R. Hudson, Retford; G. Green, Rother- 
ham ; H. Thompson, J. Abson, T. ©. Fletcher, H. L. 
Torrance, W. Murgatroyd, and J. 8. Lloyd, of Shef- 
field (Hon. Secretary). The President had also the 
pleasure of welcoming the following visitors: Mr. H. 
Sumner, President of the R.C.V.S.; Mr. G. H. 
Livesey, Acting-Secretary of the N.V.M.A., and 
Editor of the Veterinary Record; Mr. J. O. Powley, 
Veterinary Inspector for Halifax. 

Before commencing the business of the meeting, 
Major ABSoN referred to the death of Mr. Herbert 
Nixon, the senior veterinary surgeon in Sheffield, 
and proposed that the feelings of the division be 
recorded in the minutes and a copy sent to the family. 
Mr. T. C. FLetTcHER seconded the resolution, and it 
was passed by the members present standing. 

The Hon. Secretary read correspondence from 
Dr. Bradley respecting the Centenary of the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College. Mr. Livesty mentioned 
that ten guineas had been voted by the Central 
Division. Mr. SumMNeER stated that the Lancashire 
Division had appointed a Small Committee to deal 
with the matter. He said that the Centenary was of 
interest to the whole of the veterinary profession and 
not only to the “ Dick” graduates. Mr. FLeTcuErR 
proposed that the matter be referred, back to the 
Council. This was seconded by Mr. Hupson and 
carried. 

Mr. T. C. FLETCHER proposed that a cheque for 
£2 2s. 3d. be sent to Mr. Spruell, Secretary of the 
Lancashire Division, on account of the combined 
action of the societies in reference to the last election 
of the R.C.V.S. This was seconded by Captain 
JOHNSON and carried. 

The PRESIDENT proposed that Mr. Scott, of Ponte- 
fract, be elected a member of the Association. This 
was seconded by Major ABSON and carried. 

The President then introduced Mr. Sumner to the 
meeting, and stated that they were departing from 
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the agenda in order to hear Mr. Sumner’s address, 
and so finish in time for him to catch a train back to 
Liverpool that night. Mr. Sumner, upon rising to 
address the meeting, was received with very hearty 
applause. 


Appress BY Mr. SuMNER. 


Mr. Henry Sumner, President of both the R.C.V.S. 
and the N.V.M.A., then delivered an address, in the 
course of which he said :— 

When I was elected President of the Royal College, 
I thought as other men have thought, “ what could 
I do?” I expressed the opinion to Mr. Pillers that 
I felt that I should like to do something in my presi- 
dential year, and that something was propaganda. 
I wanted to arouse the interests of the members of the 
Veterinary Profession, and, in my opinion, this was 
worthy of some effort. I told Mr. Pillers that, so far 
as I was able, I would be pleased to accept invitations 
to attend meetings of divisions that would be good 
enough to ask me to be present. 

The veterinary profession has certainly gained the 
public eye. How, in particular, has it achieved this ¢ 
I have no hesitation in saying that it arose out of the 
unfortunate occurrence and periodic recurrences of 
foot-and-mouth disease. 

We know the conclusions and recommendations 
which have been made in the twelfth report of the 
Departmental Commissioners for the year ended March 
31st, 1922. The Commissioners do not happen to be 
any with veterinary qualifications. In this report 
they go on to speak about research into animal 
diseases, first of all in relation to agriculture, and, 
secondly, as to the influence a greater knowledge of 
animal diseases would have in benefitting the Empire. 
Everybody seems to have got his little claim in 
except our good selves. The report goes on to speak 
of the desirability of research into animal diseases. 
A committee was appointed, consisting chiefly of 
medical and veterinary research workers. They were 
to report on the facilities now available for the 
scientific study of animal diseases. They recommend 
that in order to advance the study of diseases, where 
animals are concerned, the aid of competent scientific 
workers must be secured. This committee made a 
comprehensive study of the position and, I understand, 
gained first-hand knowledge by examining some 
twenty-three witnesses. The report was published in 
March; it has been extensively quoted by the Press, 
and the conclusions were favourably received. The 
cost expended in the investigation of animal diseases 
amounted to a national scandal. The Commissioners 
took that opportunity of acknowledging their indebted- 
ness to the gentlemen who gave evidence, and for the 
valuable recommendations they made. They go on to 
speak about statistics, funds, etc., and they also 


favour the recommendation of the training of research | 


workers. On this point, I think the veterinary pro- 
fession has something to do in propagating the sug- 
gestion that it is necessary to train research workers. 
Funds should be provided for this purpose, but the 
Commissioners suggest that those students selected 


should be University graduates in science, and there ! 


is no reference as to the admission ot men well qualified 
to take on research work who have qualified through 
the R.C.V.S. They further go on to speak of stock- 
owners’ aid, and give credit to the stock-owners of 
Scotland in the institution of the Animal Diseases 
Reseaich Association, directed by Mr. Gaiger, set up 
by the Scottish Association, and hope it may be 
followed by other stock-owners. (Mr. Sumner quoted 
from the repoit certain grants made to various 
colleges, institutions, etc.) 


That is the case. That is how we stand. The 
profession has never been fully recognised as being 
scientific ; possibly it is because we have not used 
propaganda, and asserted that we are a scientific 
body, and are fitted both by our qualifications and 
experience to take on this scientific work, and the 
Commissioners come to the conclusion that when they 
want trained men they must look to the graduates of 
the Universities. The great object of the Royal 
College, particularly since 1881, has been that it shall 
supply this country with skilled clinicians. Up to the 
end of that century nothing challenged her and 
nothing crossed the horizon to make her think whether 
her qualifications were fully and sufficiently good for 
the purposes of the members of the profession as 
practising in this country. Most of you will remember 
that some of us in Liverpool thought that the time 
had come when the Veterinary Profession should have 
some equal opportunities with the Medical Profession 
in acquiring post-graduate study, and thus developed 
the Diploma in Veterinary Hygiene. It was thought 
that the holders of this diploma would be more fit 
for positions in public service than the holders of the 
licence of the R.C.V.S. only. History is now in our 
hands, and that opinion was justified. Men holding 
that post-graduate diploma had no difficulty in getting 
the few positions in public service that were offered ; 
they certainly had an advantage over the men who 
had simply the qualifications of the R.C.V.S. Man- 
chester, which always follows in the wake of Liverpool. 
set up a post-graduate diploma on slightly different 
lines from that of Liverpool, and that also has been a 
success. The College was approached some years 
ago, and the Council thought then that it was for 
the Royal College to make the membership such a 
qualification that these post-graduate diplomas would 
be unnecessary. This was the case until quite recently, 
and now you see the Royal College has a very good and 
possibly the best post-graduate course. In the mean- 
time the Universities of London and Edinburgh 
recognised certain teaching arrangements at the 
schools, and their men were eligible to take Bachelor- 
ships and other degrees in pure science. 


The profession has done something ; notwithstand- 
ing, we have not done enough. It is apparent that the 
powers that be still look upon us as the subsidiary 
profession so far as scientific attainments are con- 
cerned. There are a few brilliant exceptions, but 
you can coant them on the fingers of one hand; you 
may have to go on to the other, but certainly will not 
have to employ your toes. So that purely scientific 
workers in the profession are few and far between. 
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Arising out of this, the College herself has been | 
assailed that she has not undertaken scientific re- | 
search, It is only those who speak in that way who 
do not happen to know what are the rights and what 
are the powers of the Royal College. The Royal 
College is simply a government. She has no power 
to institute research, nor has she the power to indicate 
in what particular direction research work should be 
carried on. She is there to govern. Some little time 
ago Sir Theodore Cook wrote and suggested that the 
Royal College should investigate distemper. We had 
to say that the Royal College was not in a position 
to undertake or institute research. The necessary 
committee was formed to undertake the work, and no 
doubt will get sufficient support to carry on research 
in the investigation of distemper. It is quite distinct 
from the Royal College and quite distinct from any 
Veterinary Medical Association. I rather think that 
we in the profession should not think unkindly of 
those authorities. We must recognise first of all 
that our claim to be pioneers in this investigation has 
not been sufficiently valued. I think that this decided 
opinion brought to bear upon investigations of animal 
diseases will do nothing to advance the dignity and 
proper recognition of our calling, and we should try 
to overcome it. 


I want to speak on the subject of a certain amount 
of money granted to the Cambridge University for 
the prosecution of Animal Pathology, and further 
grants for the provision of the necessary buildings 
and equipment. Can we dispute the fact that Cam- 
bridge is not in a position to carry out animal re- 
search ? What has Cambridge got ? She has got all 
that makes for success with the exception of a Veteri- 
nary College. I do not know, but I feel sure that 
those associated in the Cambridge investigation will 
take care that they have proper and efficient veteri 
nary advice. You may have read the article which 
appeared in The Times relating to the Cambridge 
investigation. I think it covers a lot of ground. We 
us a profession can gainsay nothing that this article 
says. The article evidently is inspired and backed up 
by Government documents. I will read it to you. 
(Article from The Times, 19th February.) 


We might take exception to some of these things, 
and the others we might cordially endorse. We might 
cordially endorse, too, the statement that the owners 
of this four to five million pounds’ worth of stock 
have done little to advance knowledge into the 
diseases which are detrimental to stock. I spoke to a 
gentleman who is “high up” in the land on this 
question. I put a simple question to him--that | 
supposed the Jockey Club members represented by 
far the largest material wealth of the animals in this 
kingdom. He agreed that possibly they did. He also 
had to agree that the Veterinary Profession had never 
got a pennyworth of support or a half-pennyworth of 
encouragement from them in regard to research into 
animal diseases. 


(To be continued.) 
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Notes and News. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest in 
these columns 


Diary of Events. 


May 7th -N.V.M.A. Editorial Committee meeting, 
12 Buckingham Palace Road, 8.W.1. 

May 8th -Meeting of the Midland Counties Division 
at Stafford. 

May 10th Las. day for nominations for election 
to Council R.C.V.S. 

May 14th--N.V.M.A. Editorial Committee meeting, 
12 Buckingham Palace Road, 8.W.1. 

May 2Ist- N.V.M.A. Editorial Committee meeting, 

12 Buckingham Palace Road, S.W.1. 

May 24th -Vo.ing Papers and Annuai Report 
R.C.V.S. issued. 

May 25th -Entries to be received at R.C.V.S. for 
DVS.M. Examinetion. 

May 28th -N.V.M.A. Editorial Committee meeting, 
12 Buckingham Palace Road, S.W.1. 

May 3lst- Last date for Voting Papers to be 
returned to Secretary R.C.V.S. 


National Veterinary Medical Association. 


The Royal Counties Division had a most enjoyable 
meeting at Aylesbury on Friday, the 27th ult. Mem- 
bers began to arrive about 1 p.m., a large number 
coming by road; they were welcomed at the Bull 
Hotel by Messrs. H. and T. Lepper, who had very 
kindly invited them, together with several guests, to 
lunch. 

The occasion was more than an ordinary one, it 
being the centenary of the establishment of Messrs. 
Lepper’s practice at Aylesbury. In a genial speech, 
Mr. Harry Lepper spoke of the founder of the firm, 
his grandfather, who was a keen follower of hounds, 
and regularly came to the aeet even at the advanced 
age of 79. We hope this practice, which is one of the 
best known in the Home Counties, will continue to 
prosper and live to celebrate another centenary. 


The hospitality was on such a generous scale that 
the meeting was somewhat delayed, but there was not 
a great deal of business to detain members owing to the 
good management of the Secretary (Major Simpson), 
and there was plenty of time for a good discussion 
on Mr. Little’s paper on the Milk and Dairies Act. 
One point was particularly notable ; there seemed to 
be a concensus of opinion that the requirement of the 
Ministry of Health that temperatures should be taken 
from the 6th to the 21st hour make the Act practically 
unworkable from the Veterinary Surgeon’s point of 
view, as very few indeed could afford to neglect private 
practice for such a continuous length of time. 
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A suggestion, of which we shall hear more in the 
future, was made at this meeting that the reporting 
ot divisional meetings should be carried out by a 
reporter sent from the central office of the N.V.M.A., 
the various divisions paying the cost upon the same 
scale upon which they pay their present reporters. 
There is no doubt that if other divisions agree to this 
plan, and it is adopted by the N.V.M.A. Council, 
an enormous amount of work will be saved for local 
secretaries, as all sub-editing would be done at the 
office, and we should get more concise and consistent 
reports of meetings, and they could be very much more 
promptly published. We hope the Royal Counties 
Division will take steps to bring this matter forward 
ut an early date. 

It is not a very congenial task to keep on urging 
men to do things which they ought to do of their own 
wish and without reminders from others, but we 
cannot refrain from again urging every member of the 
profession to exercise his right and record his vote 
at the next Council Election of the R.C.V.S., which 
takes place this month. It is both his privilege and 
his duty, and the facts that so few take so little 
interest in their Council and that there is so little 
competition is a reproach and a disgrace to us all. 


Reproach is deserved by quite a number of members, 
also, of the N.V.M.A. We hope it will be brought 
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home to them when they receive their Record in a 
rather startling wrapper. This wrapper is intended 
to remind delinquent members that they have not 
paid their just debts, and that they should send a 
cheque at once. 


MARRIAGE, 

HLL -WALToN.---At St. John’s, Hampton Wick, on April 
7th, by the Vicar, Erie John Gill, eldest son of Mr. and 
Mrs. A. J. Gill, of Blandford, Dorset, to Winifred 
Constance Tebbutt Walton, granddaughter of the late 
Mary Ryen, of Kingston-on-Thames. 


The Editor begs to acknowledge the receipt of the following : 
Lancashire Division, Report of Meeting and Dinner, 
from Mr. J. Spruell, Hon. Sec. 
Communications from Messrs. F. 
and A. W. Noél Pillers. 


Bullock, R. Paine, 


Army Veterinary Service. 


Commands and Staff——The undermentioned appts. are 
made at the War Office: —-Asst. Dir.-Gen. Bt. Lt.-Col. K. 
McL. MekKenzie, D.S.O., R.A.V.C., from a Dep. Asst. 
Dir.-Gen. vice Lt.-Col. A. J. Williams, D.8.0., F.R.C.V.S., 
R.A.V.C., Ist April, 1923. 

April 24th-—-Supern. Capt. J. G. EK. Gallie is resid. to 
the establishment (March 23rd) with precedence next 
above D. A. Gillmor. 


Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1914. 


Summary of Returns. 


Foot- Glanders : 
Rabies. Anthrax. and-Mouth (including rin Fever. 
Disease. Farcy).* | 
@T. BRITAIN. No.| No. } No. | No. | No. No. No. No. } No. ; No. } No. No. | No. 
Week ended l4th April, 1923... ... 16 | 17 23 29 8 38 21 
122 |..|.. | | if 9fis| 
i921 8 54 67) 98] 10 | 28 | 8 
i920 | 9 | 10 | 1361 2] 49 | 19 
Total for 15 weeks, 1923 223 © 249 6 261 1 1 | 388! 590] 294 | 524 | 20 
196 215 [1075 | 52051 573 8601358 | 343 | 121 
— i921 1 199 233 | 25 | 2389 6 | 1122 | 1788 | 337 | 336 | 98 
pe 1920 | 4 147 179 | 39 20851 9 16 | 1949 | 3464] 258 | 651 | 233 
BRITAIN. 
Week ended 2ist April, 1923... 13 | 17; 26] 8 41} 
1922 6 4 148 151 8 | 22! 10 
{ 1921 2 252 42| 871 9 13 
in 1920 2 133 75 | 109 3 11 
Total for 16 weeks, 1923... | o34 | 262 | 6 261 1 | | 405 616] 302 | 565 231 
i922 ... Jan | 234 ho79 | szi99 587 8751366 | 365 | 131 
1921 1 | 206 27 2641 3 6 | 1164 18451346 | 368 
1920 | 4° 154 | 186 | 41 | 9 | 16 | 2024 3573 | 261 | 700 | 244 


Norz.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. *Excluding outbreaks in Army horses. 


Gazerre—WarR Forces. 
/ 


